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Art Unit: 3677 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 4, 5 and 7-12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The limitation "a vertical table umbrella" (claim 1, line 1 1) and "the vertical umbrella" 
(claim 1, lines 13-14) while clear in the dependent claim have been placed in the independent 
claim in a manner by using the indefinite article "a" that renders the independent claim unclear 
because "a closed umbrella" is already claimed in combination in line 1 . Clearly as there can be 
but one umbrella used with the device at a time and not two umbrellas, it is suggested that 
applicant amend "a closed umbrella" (line 1) to -a closed table umbrella- and change "a" (line 
1 1) to -the- so that the description with respect to the "handle comprises a length which enables 
a standing user to raise the ring above an uppermost point of the "vertical table umbrella, 
wherein the ring is adapted to slide downward fi-om the uppermost point of the umbrella, and 
wherein the ring comes to rest at a spaced distance below the uppermost point of the vertical 
umbrella" (claim 1, lines 9-14) is clear in context of the "uppermost point of the vertical 
umbrella". The remaining claims are indefinite because they depend from an indefinite claim. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 13, 15, 17 and 18 are allowed. 



X 
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Claims 1, 4, 5 and 7-12 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James R. Brittain whose telephone number is (571) 272-7065. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 5:30-2:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. J. Swann can be reached on (571) 272-7075. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




^ames R. Brittmn 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3677 
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